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Women’s
equality
remains

behind
the curve

Women/ Page A2

The research findings on
the status of women and
girls in Minnesota were
shared with some 30 com-
munity leaders Tuesday.
Willmar was one of eight
cities where the Women’s
Foundation is presenting its
report and inviting local dis-
cussion.

“There’s no doubt that
women and girls have made
great strides toward equali-
ty,” Roper-Batker said.

" But the research, which
was gathered in a joint proj-
ect with the University of
Minnesota’s Center on
Women and Public Policy,

“It just keeps getting
worse,” agreed Connie
Schmoll, director of Shelter
House in Willmar, which
provides temporary safety
for women and children in
18 counties in southwestern
Minnesota.

“It's so frustrating,”
Schmoll said. “There are so
many social things going on
that add to the violence.”

Funding for prevention is
difficult to obtain, and state

and federal funds for
women’s shelters are deplet-
ed, she said. “There’s noth-
irlg."

Yet Schmoll said she also
has seen women gain self-
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WILLMAR — Minnesota
women are moving forward
in pay equality but progress
is achingly slow, a new

report issued by th(}

Minnesota has found.
Lee Roper-Batker, the

foundation’s president and
chief executive, thinks the
state might actually be mov-
ing backward in reducing
and preventing violence
against women.

Women also continue to
be underrepresented in cor-

safety. One in three Min-
nesota women now experi-
cnee a rape crime — includ-
ing attempted rape — by the
time they reach midlife, a
record Roper-Batker said is
“a failing grade” for Min-
nesota.

“It's enough to fill the
Metrodome up four times
over. It's preity staggering,”
she said.

West central Minnesota
has the highest proportion

of rape crimes, 33 percent of
the adult female population.

year so that it can more
closely monitor change and
progress.

“We hope it'll inspire
action on a community
level,” she said.

Men also need to be enlist-
ed to help, she said. “We
really need men to be our
allies and advocates, and
most men I know want
equality for women. ... I
think all of us need to talk
about how we can motivate
more men to be our allies in
this.”
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catalyze some change,” she
said.

lence against women also
may be to blame, she said.
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