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Women's Foundation of Minnesota

Report finds familiar
income gap for women

By RUPA SHENOY

Minnesota Public Radio

ST. PAUL. M. (AP)
— A new report shows
wide disparitios still exist
for women in Minnesota
when it comes o inconie.
feadership positions, eco-
nomic stis, and health.

The rescarch by the
Women's Foundation  of
AMinnesota and the Umiver-
sty of Minnesota's Center
o Woien and Public Poli-
<) found Minunesota
Woncl onaverige are paid
STLOOD fess cach year than
men with the same jobs.
The gap exists in every oc-
cup:ation. including those
dominated by women. the
report suid.

Among women of color.
the disparitics are more ex-
treme. with some making
56 cents for every dollar
earned by a white man.

Among the occupations
with the biggest wage gaps
is the health care field.
where women earn 62 cents
on the dollar. In legal occu-
pations. women earn 53
cents for  every  dollar
carned by men.

Lee Roper-Batker. the
president of the Women's
E fati C M

said economists cite three
reasons for the income gap.
She said women often
choose careers that pay less
and cmployers sometimes
punish women who take
time off to have children,
The third reason is “"good
old-fashioned sexism,”” she
said.

The report said Min-
nesota women are clustered
in low-wage jobs.

Families headed by sin-
gle women are most likely
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to live under the poveny
line. On an average night.
women and children make
up two-thirds of the state’s
homeless population.

That statistic is played
out every day. said Liz
Kuoppala, the executive di-
rector of the Minnesota
Coalition for the Homeless.
She works in northern Min-
nesota. on the Iron Range.

“We talk to homeless
women in rural arcas who
are staying up in a tent.”
she said. ~Up in my part of
the state. they climb down
steep embankments to mine
dumps where there’s access
to water.”

The rescarch shows girls
and womien also live in
danger of uassault. It said
onc in cvery three wonien
in Minncsott will be the
victim of sexual or physical
assault by middle age.

According 10 the
Women's  Foundation  of
Minnesota. that adds up to
250.000 women at any giv-
en time. o population that

could fill the Mctrodome
four thnes.

It has becone so nor-
malized that many of onr
young girls believe it is in-
evitable,”  said - Suzamne
Koepplinger, exceutive di-
rector of the Minnesota -
dism . Womien's - Resource
Center in Minneapolis.

Indizn women have the
highest rate ol sexual as-
saubt in the stde — 42 per-
cent of ndittn women are
victinis,

The study  also Tound
wonten cund girls in Min-
nesola have poorer health
tn men mid bovs,

Girls are less likely to be
physicatly active than bows,
Forty-cight pereent ol 121h

grade girls participate in
sports. compared to filty-
nine pereent of bovs,

A nugjority of the state’s
woricn are now considerad
obese or overweight and
wonten in northeastern Min-
nesota have  disproportion-
ately high caneer rates.

Finally, the report said
the state abso neads 1o in-
credse  the number of
woren in leadership posi-
tions. It said that althongh
Minnesota is o nuational
leader in s nuwmber of fe-
nale legislators. that
progress Tus stagnated over
the Bist few vears, Woren
make up about 2 third of the
Minnesota Legislature.

State Rep. Tina Lichling.
DFL-Rochester., said
women may - be holding
themscelves hack.

“Wonien ... tend to look
a0 how self=assured people
are on the outside and be-
Heve that they are uniquely
seli-doubting on the in-
side.”" she said.

Licbling <aid the state
would  benefit it more
woren ran lor office.

=1 think they o focus
on the issues CLoand are less
fikely 1o be focused on per-
sl attack  or political
came-plaving  mode  than
many anen would be.™ she
said.

While the report coubd be
seell s barrage of bad
news, Lee Roper-Bather of
the  Minnesota Wonten's
Foundation said the bleak
picture for women can all
change sooner than people
might think.

“You look at this in ag-
gregite and JtUs prety over-
whehming and shocking.”
she said, But that's why s
important that cach woman
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“step up and know that we
can creade a diflerent world
and a dilTerent reality.” she
said.
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